16                  THE POWER OP CAPITAL
they are brought to bear.   The social philosophy which
has been in fashion for a century past has educated us in
the notion that we ought all to be "happy" (as the phrase
goes) on this earth, and that, if we are not so, we ought to
cry out, and then that somebody is bound to come and
take care of us.    Liberty, equality, and happiness have
been declared to be natural rights, which is interpreted
to mean that they were laid in our cradles as our endow-
ment for the battle of life.   Every human being, on this
theory, comes into the world with an outfit and a patri-
mony of metaphysical, if not of physical, goods.    This
doctrine is, of course, very popular and the men who
preach it are sure of popular applause and political power*
Tell a man that just because he has been born, he ought
to have and enjoy all the highest acquisitions of civiliza-
tion without labor, self-denial, or study, and that he is
a victim of injustice if he does not possess all those
good things, and he will be sure to be delighted*   Some of
these grand old eighteenth-century dogmas which lie on
the borderline between politics and social philosophy
have been found very much in the way in our own his-
tory of the last twelve months.   They have been pushed
aside as out of date.   Perhaps we may get an incidental
advantage from recent history if we can throw them all
overboard together, but it is more likely that the bun-
combe element in them has too much value for political
purposes to be sacrificed, and so we shall see that retained.
We may be very sure that all these theories of world
beatification can produce nothing but disillusion and
disappointment for those who put faith in them, and
disintegration for the society in which they are current.
The human race never received any gratuitous outfit of
any kind whatever; no heathen myth ever was more
silly and empty than such a notion;  talk about the